EPILOGUE
increased in population and still more in wealth, and had the
best equipped industry in the world. As a great naval Power
it would be a formidable and perhaps mortal danger to Great
Britain; there was therefore a tendency henceforward on the
part of successive British Governments to reconsider their old
support of Prussia.
After the German Emperor had got rid of Bismarck the
German connection with Russia was broken, and the Russian
Empire allied itself to the French Republic. England now
began to consider the advisability of supporting France also,
in order to bring pressure upon Germany not to build a fleet.
There thus arose and continued for ten years a new grouping
of the Great Powers. There was no formal alliance between
England and France. Up to the last moment if the German
Government had reduced its naval programme the English
Government would have returned to its former attitude and
would have abandoned the French connection. The German
Emperor and his advisers determined, however, to continue
their building of a great fleet. Among the results was a new
understanding with France on colonial matters. The French
abandoned their opposition to Britain in Egypt, and it was
understood that should they desire further expansion in North
Africa, especially in Morocco, England would support them.
The Anglo-French Convention was signed on April 8, 1904.
Meanwhile, in the early part of the year, February 1904, war
had broken out between Russia and Japan in the far east of
Asia, Japan attacking Port Arthur, which the Russians had
fortified, after demanding British ships stationed there to with-
draw. Great Britain supported Japan in this struggle through
the traditional policy of weakening Russia in Asia, because she
was there regarded as a menace to India. In this war the
Japanese were victorious, defeating the Russians by land in
Manchuria, capturing Port Arthur on January i, 1905, taking
Mukden on March 10, and destroying in Japanese waters the
Russian fleet sent out from Europe (May 27-28). The Japanese
victory was confirmed by a peace signed on September 5, 1905.
One effect of this war was a vigorous revolutionary movement
in Russia, which was for the moment suppressed, though not
until there had been severe fighting and reprisals lasting into
the year 1906.
In 1906 new and complete self-government was established
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